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1. 

2. 
3. 



This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 



sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a. □ 



sheets, as follows: 



□ 



(sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
■ — ! and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the 

Administrative Instructions). 
I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
■ — ' beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 

Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carriers)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 



readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 
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Box No. HI 
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Box No. IV 


IE1 


Box No. V 
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Box No. VI 
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Box No. I 


Basis of the report 




1. 


With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This report is based on a translation from the original language into the followinfi language , 

which is fee language of a translation furnished for the purposes of. j 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

| | publication of the international application (under Rule 1 2.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 


Z. 


With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

\X\ the international application as originally filed/furnished 
| | the description: 

pages as originally filed/furnished 






pages* received by this Authority on i 






pages* received by this Authority on 




□ 


the claims: 
pages 


as originally filed/furnished 






pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 
pages* received by this Authority on 






pages* received by this Authority on 




□ 


the drawings: 
pages 


as originally filed/furnished 






pages* received by mis Authority on 






pages* received by this Authority on 




□ 


a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 


3. 


□ 


The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I | the description, pages 








1 1 the claims, Nos. 








1 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 








1 1 the sequence listing (specify): 








1 any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 




4. 


□ 


This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to mis report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

1 1 the description, pages 






1 1 the claims, Nos. 








1 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 








1 1 the sequence listing (specify): 








1 I any tablets) related to the sequence listing (specify): 




* 


If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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Box No. V ^oned stotement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanati ons supporting such statement FF y ' 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) aaims 

Claims 



1-17. 19-22 .2fi.3g. ^ -47. 49-B2.q« YES 

18.23-27.29-^1 ^ 4« g^-«;-7 RQ- fi1 NO 

Inventivestep(IS) Cain, , Q _ C , YES 

ClMms 18.23-34 4fl NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) aaims 1-61 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Documents cited in the international search report. 

Dl:WO0020928 Al 
D2: JP61232457 A 
D3:Wo0223272 Al 

?infTn t, 1±ne 15 " pa 9? 7 line P^e 10 line 11-27, page 12 

ii^iw ? page 16 line 5-page 17 line 10) and D2 (abstract) 

T J^ P « 9 \ 1:L 1±ne 10_page 13 line 26 > shows a mask blank and 
™ e r h ° d for manufacturing a mask blank. The mask blank 
it^l a substrate, a masking layer on said substrate and a 

layer on saxd substrate for reducing the reflections. 

I« e «^ V ? lti ? n d ^ ned in claims 1-17,19-22,35-47 and 49-52 and 
not disclosed by any of these documents. 

E£h C i tSd Pr±0r , ^ dOSS n0t give ^ indication that would 
with at P iL S S Sklll , ed ±n the art to the claimed naBk blank 
rir? * 1 ® aSt l. 0ne layer of material on said substrate such 
seSsi a i^f ^ Vlty .° f - a wrltln Sf ^velength back into a film 
?he ^t^J • J^ ltlng wavelen £Tth is below 4%. Therefore, 
the art mention is not obvious to a person skilled in 

J? C ?S d ^ gl . y ' the invention defined in claims 1-17,19-22,35- 
ZlLZ It " n ° V ® 1 ^ is considered to involve an inventive 
step. The invention is industrially applicable. 

comoSsL/^H? \. method for manufacturing a mask blank 
comprxsxng the action of, providing a substrate, forming a 

material T*™* said s ^rate, forming at least ine layer of 

sensSLTo •t UbStrate SUCh that a Surface facin * a film 

sensitive to a writing wavelength is chemically intert. 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 
Continuation of: 

D3 also show a mask blank comprising, a substrate, a masking 
layer on said substrate, at least one layer of material on 
said substrate such that a surface facing a film sensitive to 
a writing wavelength is chemically inert. The invention 
according to claim 18 and 48 is not novel. 

D3 also shows the invention according to claim 23-27, 29-31, 
33, 53-57, 59-61. The invention according to claim 23-27, 29- 
31, 33, 53-57, 59-61 is not novel. 

Claim 28, 32, 34 and 58 is condered to be obvious measures for 
a person skilled in the art and therefore lack inventive step. 
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